be classed as very good, and some of them as outstandingly brilliant. Naturally it is no textbook, and not everybody will want to own a copy, but every sensible doctor, specialist or not, will want to read it, so every library ought to stock it. It is a most stimulating book, extremely easy to read (much more exciting than any science fiction) and supplied with an excellent bibliography.
Congratulations to Dr Wrong and the Royal College of Physicians; we all look forward to the next time. The variety of fields in which pharmacological research has progressed during the last six years is reflected in this new edition of 'Recent Advances in Pharmacology'. No one author can be responsible for covering such a wide range of subjects and for the first time all chapters have been contributed by different authors on invitation.
Although new topics appear, including the prostaglandins review by Horton, interferon by Finter and Bucknell, calcitonin by Foster and McIntyre, gastrin by Preshaw and hyperbaric oxygen by Ledingham, the importance of advances in our knowledge of basic pharmacological principles is demonstrated in excellent contributions by Weatherall on the relationship between drugs and cell membranes, by Parke on the metabolism of drugs, by van Rossum on theories of drug-receptor interaction, and by Blaschko on catecholamine metabolism and storage. This book will be of great value, therefore, to teachers and students of basic pharmacology and to those engaged in clinical research.
PAUL TURNER

Energetics and Mechanisms in Radiation Biology
Proceedings of a NATO Advanced Study Institute held at Portmeirion, April 1967 edited by Glyn 0 Phillips pp xvii+527 illustrated 130s $22.50 London & New York: Academic Press 1968 This is an excellent book for giving confidence to nonspecialists venturing into a field of knowledge which lack of time or opportunity has made them avoid before.
The subject matter deals with the physical and chemical behaviour of molecules and mixtures of biological relevance, after exposure to ionizing radiation. The chapter subjects range from the use of low temperature techniques to isolate physical effects in irradiated water, to the complex implications of genetic repair ofradiation damage.
The book transmits the expertise, enthusiasm and comradeship generated at the NATO meeting which sponsored it. The biologist will be able to read and understand the potential of many of the techniques involved, and will be stimulated to increase the standard of biological work to match the numeracy and precision of the methods of, for example, electron spin resonance, and pulse radiolysis. That such a standard can be applied to biological responses is seen in Lambert's chapters describing radiation effects on connective tissue, blood vessels, the heart and the eye.
Each chapter is a discrete review of a topic with an adequate bibliography, but the book as a whole provides a readable and sound basis for any doctor, chemist or biologist interested in the fundamental effects of ionizing radiation on biological materials. As is inevitable these days, it is probably too expensive at £6 10s for the individual, but is well worth while as a library investment. This volume covers a wide range of subjects on thyroid physiology and pathology from a distinguished international and interdisciplinary cast. On classification of tumours, each succeeding paper adopts a slightly different terminology and definition; the conclusion from this section is best expressed in the final summing up by Professor Tubiana (France), who says: 'One of the pleas that such a symposium could make might be that a papillary carcinoma would have the same meaning all over the world.' Later papers attempting to classify and assess the significance of pathological changes are stimulating and at the same time confusing. In an account on the histogenesis of medullary carcinoma, E D Williams (London) draws attention to the coincidence of a Cushing type syndrome and relates the production of 5HT and thyrocalcitonin to the parafollicular cell system from the lateral thyroid anlage which has a different morphology and function from other types of thyroid tissue. Experimental, histochemical and immunological studies are described and illustrate various methods of research which can be applied to this puzzling condition. Enzyme histochemical studies show three enzymatically distinct types of cell in the thyroid; it is claimed that only two types give rise to malignant tumours.
The early chapters have a very practical application not only for pathologists but for clinicians who need to interpret the pathological findings in the light of the clinical picture. The book is well produced.
One of the values in reporting such a symposium is the frank discussion, reported verbatim, which so often pinpoints the worth of each major contribution. In his summary Professor Tubiana poses some unanswerable questions. For instance, would the results in the good categories be the same in other hands ... and if so is the name of cancer with all its connotations still justified for such lesions? -lesions indeed in which the survival rate is identical to that of the normal population. D F ELLISON NASH General Ophthalmology by Daniel Vaughan MD, Robert Cook MD and Taylor Asbury MD 5th ed pp 316 illustrated 58s 6d Los Altos, Calif.: Lange Medical 1968 Oxford & Edinburgh: Blackwell Scientific This is a paperback book of some 300 pages, characterized by easy-to-read print, clarity of diagrams, and an up-to-date approach in that binocular indirect ophthalmoscopy, applanation tonometry and fluorescein photography are succinctly explained. There are useful lists not only about the red eye, but also on genetic and ophthalmological terms. Some of the photographs are not clear, and some drugs will not be familiar on this side of the Atlantic.
It is rather expensive and perhaps too detailed for the average medical student, but for eye house surgeons and DO students, it will be excellent and can certainly be wholeheartedly recommended.
M A BEDFORD
The Traumatic Neurosis by Lester Keiser MD pp 234 £5 Philadelphia & Toronto: JBLippincott 1968 London: Pitman Medical I was disappointed in this book; I was hoping that part of it would describe some investigation, perhaps a long-term follow-up of a series of patients. Alternatively, it could have given a critical review of the investigations which have already been carried out. Instead, it is a rather long and discursive 'distillation of years of learning . . . derived primarily from psychoanalytic experience with patients'. I hope it is not unfair to say that the main message I got from such chapters as the role of the physician, attorney, employer, insurance company &c. was that money is wtiologically even more important in the USA than in England.
The author stresses that there is much of the greedy malingerer in us all and that this is fostered by the behaviour of other interested parties. The attorney claims for himself some 30-40% of the compensation.
It ends, 'If everyone were to practise according to the long established ethical rules of his profession, there would be a lessening of the incidence and severity of traumatic neurosis.' C M B PARE Liver Biopsy Interpretation by Peter J Scheuer MD MCPath pp x+ 138 illustrated 85s London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cassell 1968 Liver biopsy has now become a safe procedure which, when properly performed, can be of great value in the diagnosis of patients with diffuse liver disease. As Professor Sherlock says in the preface to this book, the exercise may frequently be marred by the incorrect interpretation of the specimen, which is all too easy for a pathologist without extensive experience in this specialized field. This is a dangerous situation, for once a diagnostic label has been attached it is not often questioned. This book will be a valuable corrective and help to prevent such errors. It is based on a large personal experience and its authority is strengthened by knowing that the patients have been thoroughly investigated by Professor Sherlock's unit.
There is an initial technical chapter on handling a biopsy specimen, and then follows a description of appearances which may be seen in a normal liver biopsy and which sometimes may be misinterpreted as being due to a disease process. Following this the various appearances found in biopsies from patients with the whole gamut of diffuse liver disorders are critically described.
No doubt this book will become a standard text on the subject and should be purchased by all morbid anatomy departments likely to deal with this type of material.
A M DAWSON
The Biochemistry of the Tissues by W Bartley, L M Birt and P Banks pp xvi+375 illustrated 55s London &c.: John Wiley 1968 This book, which is intended to be introductory rather than comprehensive, is based on a course of lectures given to medical students at Sheffield in preparation for the 2nd MB examination. The plan of the book is apparent from the title, since biochemistry is considered tissue by tissue. The book begins with a section on muscle and continues through liver and adipose tissue, the intestine, blood and the brain, to structural tissues; these sections are followed by others devoted to reproduction, hormone action, control of metabolism, radiation biochemistry and the basis of therapeutics. The longer sections are
